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US Government Syllabus 
Teacher: Mr. Alas 

 
Course Description:   
This course is designed to prepare your knowledge gained in previous years of study to 
pursue a deeper understanding of the institutions of American government.  In addition, 
you will draw on your studies of American and World history to compare systems of 
government in the world today and analyze the changing interpretations of the 
Constitution.  The course will go beyond how American government functions by 
discussing Who governs and what difference it makes who governs. We will also pay 
close attention to CURRENT ISSUES as they arise.  
 
Course Content: 
These are some of the questions we will discuss throughout the course:  
 
Topics we will Study:     Questions to Discuss: 
 
Principles of Government  What is the purpose of government? 

 What are the different types of 
governments? 

Representative Government  What kind of government do we 
have? 

 Who influenced our government?  
 

Ratification of the Constitution   What happened at the 
Constitutional Convention? 

Constitution   How is our government set up? 
      3 branches 

 What is the difference between 
checks and balances and separation 
of powers? 

 Why is it important to know the Bill 
of Bill of Rights? 

Political Parties / Philosophies  What is a Democrat? What is a 
Republican? 

 What is a liberal?  What is a 
Conservative? 

Elections  How are campaigns run? 
 How does the Electoral College 

work? 
Supreme Court  Why is the Supreme Court 

important? 
State / Local Government  How does the California 

government work?  
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Supplies 

1. Bring a pen, pencil, and highlighter 
2. Notebook—spiral bound or three ring binder 

 
Classroom Expectations –  

 Be an active participant in class 
 Be respectful of everyone in the classroom (peers, teacher, guests) 
 Bring necessary materials to class! 
 Work is to be completed on time – late work is not accepted 
 Come to class on time and with an open mind  

 
Classroom Procedures and Rules for Behavior: 

1. Attendance is Mandatory 
2. Please respect the classroom environment! 
3. Keep cell phones off and in your bag during class 

 
Grading: 
Tests/Quizzes     40% 
Homework & Class Assignments 25% 
Projects    20% 

 Posters 
 Essays 
 Presentations 
 Debates  

Attendance/Participation  15% 
 
 Make-up Policies 

1. All assignments are due by the assigned deadline 
2. NO LATEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED 
3. IF YOU HAVE AN EXCUSED ABSENCE, PLEASE SEE ME FOR MAKE UP 

TIME AND DATE 
4. MAKE UP QUIZZES AND TESTS CAN BE REDONE DURING LUNCH OR 

AFTER SCHOOL 
Teacher / Parent / Student Conference 
I am available for scheduled meetings during lunchtime or after school 
Phone:  550-7496 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I have reviewed this course syllabus for US Government with 
________________________________ (First and Last Name of Student) and agree to 
work with her/him towards success in this course. 
 
________________________________ (Signature of parent / guardian) 


